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What is a Professional Learning Community 
and why is it important? 



Visible Learning
Barometer of Influence 
 Infographic
(Hattie, 2019)





Wisconsin State Standards

What are Wisconsin Academic Standards? 
The standards specify what students should know and be able to do 
in Wisconsin classrooms. They are a goal for teaching and learning. 

Why are standards important? 
All students have equal access to high quality education. In Wisconsin, all 
state standards serve as a model. Locally, school boards adopt academic 
standards in each subject area to best serve their local community.

What informs the implementation of standards? 
Wisconsin has Guiding Principles to inform the design of all standards. 

Standards Review Process
DPI sends out a notice of intent followed by a public comment period. The State 
Superintendent authorizes revisions. Writing committees of educators are formed 
to revise and present to the public and Legislature. https://dpi.wi.gov/standards

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/cal/pdf/guiding-principles-1pg.pdf


Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum
Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum
Curriculum that ensures all students have access to 
high quality content, knowledge, and skills within a 
specific time frame.  (Marzano, 2016), (ASCD Marzano 
Interview, 2001)

Promise Standards
Prioritized standards that are most 
important for students to learn.

Essential Learning Targets
Short term student learning goals that 
make up a promise standard. 

Unit Plans
An extensive plan that arranges promise standards and 
essential learning targets systematically over a longer 
period of time, such as a month or six weeks. 

https://www.npsd.k12.wi.us/district/academicstandards.cfm




Types of Assessments

Formative
Assessment for Learning

Summative
Assessment of Learning

State Testing
Required testing for school, 

district, and state 
accountability. 



Formative Assessments
Formative assessments occurs during the 
learning process. The information gained 
drives instruction. Feedback is given to the 
student and some to parents. 
 
● Teacher Observation
● Exit Tickets
● Quizzes and assignments
● Interview
● STAR (universal screener, dyslexia 

screener) 



Summative Assessments
Summative assessments evaluate 
student learning at the end of a 
unit. It is a final evaluation of 
learning. 

● Projects
● Research Papers
● Tests
● Speeches/Presentation 



State Testing and Other Assessments
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires 
all states to test all students in English Language 
Arts (ELA), math, science, and social studies.  
Student performance on these assessments is 
reported in proficiency categories.

● Forward Exam (Grades 3-8)
● Pre ACT Secure (Grades 9-10)
● ACT with Writing (Grade 11) 

Other Assessments
● ASVAB
● Accuplacer
● Portfolio & Interviews https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment



Northland Pines Report Cards

Communication to Parents

● Elementary-
○  Standards Based Grading and 

Comments
○ Learning Behavior

● 7-12 MS/HS- 
○ Grading by Letter System
○ Character Grades and 

Comments 





Collaborative 
Team Meetings  
“The most valuable resource that all 
teachers have is each other. Without 
collaboration our growth is limited 
to our own perspectives.”
-Robert John Meehan

https://youtu.be/G6_uOQmluiQ


Universal Design 
for Learning (UDL) 

Universal Design for Learning is a 
teaching framework that helps create 
expert learners by providing options 
and accommodations to support the 
learning process for all learners. 

Article



Our Evolving Reality 
● In 2022, 75% of employers reported that they cannot find talent 

with the required combination of technical and interpersonal skills- 
a 16-year high

● Top five in-demand skills
○ Reliability and self-discipline
○ Resilience and adaptability
○ Reasoning and problem-solving
○ Creativity and originality 
○ Critical thinking and analysis 

○ (Manpower, 2022)
“The most successful workers share a critical skill - the ability and desire to 

acquire more skills.”



State Report Card vs. Local Report Card

State Report Card

Local Report Card - activity

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19pWjFMhbrTw7vyPuGxUnLfq38T8VBgBs/view?usp=sharing
https://www.edgar.k12.wi.us/cms_files/resources/Edgar%20High%20School%2022FINAL.pdf




All Staff Believe in All Students!
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Thank you! 
Any questions?

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:sfoster@npsd.k12.wi.us

